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Letter of Recommendation for John Smith 
(801) 963-7101 | dparra@uolf.org 

 

June 10, 2019  

 

Wyatt R. Hume, DDS, PhD 

University of Utah 

Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs and Education 

530 South Wakara Way, Room: 3010 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

 

Dear Wyatt, 

 

My name is Derek Parra and I am the Sport Program Director at the Utah Olympic Oval. I supervise the training of 

American national level and Olympic athletes. In this role, I have personally worked with one of our best male Short 

Track Speed Skating National Team and World Cup Team members, John Smith, on pursuing his athletic and career 

goals.  

 

I am writing to you to see if it would be possible to give John extra support in this coming year’s University admission 

process. I have known John personally for just over a year, and have no doubt that he will make a fine addition to the 

University of Utah. Since his arrival, I have been consistently impressed by his dedication and focus when approaching 

training. And as a teammate, he has been very supportive of his peers and has undoubtedly been a positive influence on 

the team culture. If he sticks with the program and continues working hard, I believe that he will continue benefiting US 

Speedskating and will achieve great things. 

 

If he is granted entrance, I too believe that he will bring this supportive attitude to the program, and will contribute 

greatly to the experiences of both his classmates and instructors.  

 

I must say once again that John is an extremely smart and talented individual and if given the right resources and 

environment, will achieve great things for the U.S. and the University. I sincerely hope he is looked at favorably going 

forward. If there is anything more that I can do to help, please do not hesitate to ask. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Derek Parra 

Sport Program Director 

2x Olympic Champion and Gold Medalist 
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